Major status epilepticus in adults is a medical emergency. The patient is often first seen in an accident and emergency department by a doctor who may not have had to deal with this problem before. The associated mortality is around 10%, and convulsive seizures that last longer than two hours may be associated with permanent neurological sequelae. It is important to stop the seizures and then to keep the seizures under control. Seizure activity can nearly always be stopped, at least temporarily, with intravenous diazepam, but it should always be assumed that seizures are likely to start again, and the respite achieved with diazepam should be used to follow the protocol outlined below. Problems arise when these essential steps are not taken until after the fits resume. 

